
NASORLO Executive Director’s 2010 Annual Meeting Report

Over the past year I have tried to address key issues identified by the Board and stateside Coalition members which are important to the administration of the Land and Water Conservation Fund in the 56 States and Territories that make u p the membership of the organization.  These include:


1.  Ongoing advocacy for increased funding for the stateside of the L&WCF.


2.  Engaging more NASORLO members in the work of the organization.


3.  Developing stronger partnerships with other organizations interested in supporting the stateside 
of the L&WCF program.


4.  Working with the national L&WCF Coalition to elevate the importance of the stateside in their 
agenda and in supporting full and dedicated funding for the L&WCF.


5.  Facilitating state and territory involvement in the federal America’s Great Outdoors national 
Listening sessions.


6.  Organizing an annual conference for 2010.


7.  Better informing the members of the work of the organization.


8.  Working with others to improve the SCORP planning process.

In general it has been a good and very busy year for your Executive Director.  We have made progress on every issue identified, but much more could be done.  To do more, our challenge is to encourage the membership to be motivated and better engaged in implementing the work plan of the organization.  The need to have a good turnout of the general membership at an annual meeting is vital to improving in this area.  The strength of the organization has always come from the involvement and key connections of each of it’s members in their states with the Governor’s, their Congressional delegation and  key constituencies.   Enhancing these relationships and better engaging our members in these efforts is vital for the year 2011 and beyond.  

We have established a much better relationship with key partners, including NRPA, NASPD, NARRP and NGA than in recent years.  We are coordinating our efforts and trying to be consistent with our messages in support of equity for the stateside of the program.  However, over the next few months we need to expand our efforts to increase our Coalition to include organizations that have similar interests in the stateside.  These may include the National Conference of Mayors, NCSL, NACO, Outdoor Equipment Manufacturers and other similar state oriented organizations and outdoor recreation businesses.  In addition, we also need to improve our communication with and relationships with the leadership in the National Park Service and Department of Interior.  

It appears we will have a successful NASORLO annual conference this year and these issues and important priorities will be set.  We need to quickly identify a location and begin to promote attendance for the 2011 Annual conference.  It is essential that we engage more of the states and our members in the work of the organization and educating them about the benefits that could accrue to their states from their increased involvement.  The annual meeting has always been the best way to do this. 

And finally, DIO, ORRG and the NPS have indicated they would like to improve the SCORP process.  The National Association of Recreation Resource Planners have become engaged in this process and NASORLO must be involved and participate fully.  NPS has also indicated they may be willing to discuss a pre-qualification process so state and local projects may be identified and presented in the federal budget process.  Both of these are key issues, and along with the reauthorization of the program and our concern for equity for the stateside, all will present a significant challenge to the organization.  This is why an increased involvement by all NASORLO members at this time is a challenge and essential to our eventual success.

This has been a good year and I look forward to continued involvement with NASORLO and the members of the organization.  
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