
Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) Talking Points 
 
In 1965, the Land and Water Conservation Fund was enacted to help preserve, develop and assure 
access to outdoor recreation facilities for the purpose of strengthening the health of U.S. citizens. 

Congress created the Land and Water Conservation Fund to meet the nation’s growing need for access 
to close-to-home outdoor recreation. The money for the fund comes not from taxes, but primarily from 
oil and gas lease revenues derived from federal lands. This helps balance the environmental impacts 
associated with resource extraction by ensuring that new parks and open spaces are accessible to all 
Americans. 

Lasting Impact on Local Economies and Quality of Life 

The LWCF State Assistance Program requires states and local communities to match the federal 
investment dollar-for-dollar.  Since 1965, LWCF State Assistance Program has:  

• Provided close to $4 billion to states, territories and local communities. Combined with the local 
match, LWCF State Assistance funds have yielded a total investment of over $8 billion. 
 

• Funded more than 41,000 local and state projects in every county in America. 
 

That Continued Impact is At-Risk  

LWCF funding to states and local communities has steadily declined from $376 million in 1979 to 
approximately $40 million in FY13.  

• From 1965–1976, 60% of LWCF appropriations went to the State Assistance Program. 
 

• Since 1988, only 11% of LWCF appropriations have gone to the State Assistance Program. 

 
“The LWCF has been critical in every county across the country, in terms of bringing resources to bear for 
public lands, for recreation, and I think was a brilliant piece of legislation when it was enacted in 1964 
and I absolutely look forward to working alongside you to support it in the future.” 

- Sally Jewell, March 7, 2013 

 
“Protecting America’s parks, waters, and trails isn’t just about the land.  It’s about protecting the 
economy, the communitie, and the people whose lives depend on having the ability to play outside.” 

- Outdoor Industry Association,  2012 
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Why Guaranteeing a Minimum of 40 Percent of Total LWCF Appropriations to the State Assistance 
Program is in America’s Best Interests  

CREATING JOBS AND STIMULATING THE ECONOMY  

• The outdoor recreation industry is one of the Nation’s most important economic drivers.  

• LWCF State Assistance Program stimulates active outdoor recreation, which contributes $646 billion 
annually to the economy, supporting 6.1 million jobs, as well as generating nearly $40 billion in federal 
tax revenue. 

• More American jobs depend on Trail Sports (768,000) than there are lawyers (728,000) in the U.S. 

• Americans spend more annually on bicycling gear and trips ($81 billion) than they do on airplane 
tickets and fees ($51 billion). 

• Americans spend nearly as much on Snow Sports ($53 billion) as they do on internet access ($54 
billion). 

• The 725 million annual visits to America’s state park system – a recipient of LWCF State Assistance 
funding – contribute $20 billion to local and state economies. 

EVERY STATE AND TERRITORY ANNUALLY RECEIVES FUNDING  

• States do not have to compete against other states for funding.  Each year a set percentage of LWCF 
State Assistance funding is equally distributed to the states and territories. Remaining funds are then 
allocated based on population. 

AVAILABLE TO AND USED BY EVERY AMERICAN 

• While not every community has a national park, every community has local outdoor recreational 
resources. These resources are used by people of all ethnic groups, all income levels and all ages on a 
daily basis throughout the year. 

• LWCF ensures close-to-home public recreation resources with parks and projects located in every 
county in America.  

WISE USE OF FEDERAL FUNDS WITH NO DEFICIT IMPACT 

• LWCF is budget neutral, having been authorized with a dedicated funding source of OCS oil and gas 
leasing revenues for nearly five decades. 

• States and localities are required to match federal funds dollar-for-dollar. This doubles the investment 
in state and local park and recreation projects thereby creating more jobs. 

• Land used for LWCF State Assistance projects must remain in recreational use in perpetuity. This 
ensures that the federal and state investments remain available for future generations of Americans. 

• In 2012, the LWCF State Assistance Program permanently protected 34,809 acres for outdoor public 
recreation. 


