
Summary
The Land and Water Conservation
Fund — a 50­year­old public, state
and national water and parks
program — will expire at the end of
September, unless reauthorized by
Congress.

The Land and Water
Conservation Fund — a 50­
year­old public, state and
national water and parks
program — will expire at
the end of September,
unless reauthorized by
Congress.
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Visit 98 percent of counties in the United States and you
will see some evidence of the Land and Water
Conservation Fund in place, but maybe not for long. The
LWCF will expire on the last day of September unless
Congress reauthorizes the 50­year­old program.

Only once has the public, state and national water and
parks program been reauthorized to its original
congressional amount of $900 million — an amount
Congress can change — even though it has generated
billions in revenue. As young professionals and families
continue moving to urban areas, parks and outdoor
recreation areas remain a serious need.

Parks are invaluable to urban areas. They bring in
tourism dollars, improve nearby property value,
generate a sense of public safety, encourage physical
activity and create local jobs. Nature spots can even be
used to improve an area’s infrastructure.

Philadelphia is investing $2 billion into development of
green infrastructure, which will collect 85 percent of the
city’s stormwater. The alternative is to spend $16 billion
on underground pipes and tunnels, according to “A
Smart Investment for America’s Economy,” an LWCF
booklet published by the City Parks Alliance.

Philadelphia is among many urban cities in the U.S. that
take advantage of LWCF funds year after year. In the
springtime, each state receives an appropriation of
annual LWCF funds. For example, in 2010, Utah had an
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Virginia Beach, VAGaryO

 Popular Comments

annual LWCF funds. For example, in 2010, Utah had an
appropriation of about $480,000. To use the money,
Utah’s government, either at the state or local levels, has
to first come up with the money for a project, after
which the LWCF money matches it.

The program also has a federal side where it protects
national parks and wildlife preserves, among other
areas. The LWCF has even helped Congress when in a
pinch — since 1965, Congress has diverted more than
$18 billion for unintended purposes.

Congress members should not be the LWCF’s only fans,
though; taxpayers don’t pay into the LWCF. Funding
comes from royalties from offshore oil and gas
companies drilling on the Outer Continental Shelf —
one depleting resource supports the conservation of
another.

When used correctly, the funds do more than just make
a new green space. Greenville, South Carolina, for
instance, has completely revitalized its downtown
thanks to the LWCF. In 2004, Greenville constructed
Falls Park on the Reedy River for $13 million. By 2006,
the city boasted nearly $100 million in additional
private investments.

Salt Lake City has also received more than $1.7 million
in LWCF grants for projects like Sugarhouse Park and
the Jordan River Parkway Trail. LWCF money has gone
to support more than 450 projects totaling more than
$48 million in the state.

Utah provides a strong voice in the LWCF
reauthorization. Salt Lake City Mayor Ralph Becker,
who is a member of the Mayors for Parks Coalition,
recently signed a resolution with 22 other mayors,
urging Congress to act before the LWCF expires. This is
not the first time Becker has been heavily involved in
parks projects. It’s due time Congress considers
reauthorizing the LWCF for the full $900 million.

Southern Utah state parks
Utah is a gold mine of outdoor
recreation, scenic sites and
historical locations.

Jazz and free agency
Utah has nearly a full roster
already, but the Jazz are always
hopeful an intriguing athlete will
show interest.

High school sports
More than 640 high school
athletes from the 2015
graduating class are moving on
to play college sports on either
an academic or athletic
scholarship.
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Oh I see. In other words, you want to perpetuate SOCIALISM in America.
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— About comments

Deseret News editorial

Comments Leave a comment »

About the Author

Connect:

Top 10
Automobile
Companies in
the World
Discover the top 10
automobile companies
in the world.



/ 0:37 0:37



 Sponsored Content  

Report this adAdvertise with us

Subscription About us Contact us Feedback Jobs RSS E­Edition Register for E­Edition Terms & Privacy Legal notices Advertise with us

Home Utah U.S. & World Sports Moneywise Opinion Faith Family Obituaries

Home »
Blogs
Topics
Lists
Movies
Columnists
Watch It

Utah »
Politics
Business
Education
Salt Lake County
Utah County
Davis County
Police/Courts
Legislature
Weather
Immigration
Utah Wire

Sports »
Utah Jazz
Sports Picks
BYU Cougars
Utah Utes
Utah State Aggies
Real Salt Lake
Salt Lake Bees
High school sports
Recruiting Central
Rock
Harmon
Watch It
Scores and Stats
On TV
NFL
MLB
Weber State Wildcats
Grizzlies
Utah Valley Wolverines
Southern Utah University
Sports Wire

Opinion »
Editorials
Op­Eds
Letters
Political Cartoons

Faith »
Featured Faiths
Mormon Times
LDS Church News
Mission Reunions
Faith Wire

Family »
Marriage & Parenting
Family Media
Movie Guide
Calendar
TV Listings
Family Life Wire

Special Sections »
Education Week
LDS General Conference
Mormons in America
Olympics
Outdoor Retailer
Rugby
Sports Picks
Sundance Film Festival
Utah Blaze
Utah Grizzlies

Download our Mobile Apps

 

Report this adAdvertise with us

Sign up for morning or afternoon updates

http://www.deseretnews.com/sports/wsu
http://www.deseretnews.com/user/comments/865631672/In-our-opinion-Dont-let-50-year-old-Land-and-Water-Conservation-Fund-program-dry-up.html#cId_28894535
http://www.ksl.com/index.php?nid=88
http://www.deseretnews.com/utah/davis-county
http://deseretmorningnews.ut.newsmemory.com/
http://www.deseretnews.com/sports/usu
http://www.deseretnews.com/sports/grizzlies
http://www.deseretnews.com/top/
http://www.deseretnews.com/aboutus#jobs
http://www.deseretnews.com/faith/mormontimes
http://www.deseretnews.com/opinion
http://www.deseretnews.com/sports/wire/
http://blogs.deseretnews.com/
http://www.deseretnews.com/opinion/cartoons
http://www.deseretnews.com/utah
http://www.deseretnews.com/family
http://www.deseretnews.com/sports/high-school
http://ads.deseretnews.com/
http://www.deseretnews.com/utah
http://www.deseretnews.com/news/politics
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.deseretnews.android&hl=en
http://ads.deseretnews.com/
http://www.deseretnews.com/faith/mormons-in-america
http://subscribe.deseretnews.com/
http://www.deseretnews.com/author/131/Deseret-News-editorial.rss
http://www.deseretnews.com/family/parenting
http://www.deseretnews.com/policies#comment_policy
http://www.deseretnews.com/sports
http://www.deseretnews.com/opinion/op-eds
http://www.deseretnews.com/sports
http://www.deseretnews.com/reunions/
http://www.deseretnews.com/author/9042/Dick-Harmon.html
http://www.deseretnews.com/sports/olympics
http://www.deseretnews.com/business
http://www.deseretnews.com/
http://www.deseretnews.com/news/wire/
http://watchit.deseretnews.com/scheduler/embed-view
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/deseretnews/
http://www.deseretnews.com/utah/general-conference
https://moneiservices.dticloud.com/cgi-bin/cmo_cmo.sh/custservice/web/registration.html?SiteID=DESNEWS
http://www.deseretnews.com/faith
http://www.deseretnews.com/sports/utah-jazz
http://www.deseretnews.com/user/comments/865631672/In-our-opinion-Dont-let-50-year-old-Land-and-Water-Conservation-Fund-program-dry-up.html#commentform
http://www.deseretnews.com/entertainment/calendar
http://deseretnews.sportsdirectinc.com/gamematchups.aspx
http://www.deseretnews.com/
http://www.deseretnews.com/article/865631672/Dont-let-50-year-old-Land-and-Water-Conservation-Fund-program-dry-up.html
http://www.deseretnews.com/sports/real-salt-lake
http://www.deseretnews.com/article/765655429/Top-25-prep-football-prospects.html?pg=all
http://ads.deseretnews.com/
http://www.deseretnews.com/entertainment/sundance-film-festival
http://www.deseretnews.com/faith/lds-church-news
http://www.deseretnews.com/article/865631672/Dont-let-50-year-old-Land-and-Water-Conservation-Fund-program-dry-up.html
http://www.deseretnews.com/sports/suu
http://www.deseretnews.com/aboutus#contact
http://www.deseretnews.com/opinion/editorials
http://www.deseretnews.com/faith
http://movies.deseretnews.com/
http://www.deseretnews.com/sports/rugby
http://www.deseretnews.com/faith/wire/
http://www.deseretnews.com/sports/tv/
http://www.deseretnews.com/topics/
http://watchit.deseretnews.com/scheduler/embed-view
http://www.deseretnews.com/utah/legislature
http://www.deseretnews.com/sports/mlb
http://www.deseretnews.com/family
http://www.deseretnews.com/family-life/byu-ed-week
http://c00.adobe.com/6267ed9582ce312dbc160eaa1faf38ef887a608e4b0ea988f9cb3dc58c48349d/282aaigo/i/425758986
http://www.deseretnews.com/aboutus#about
http://www.deseretnews.com/sports/sportspicks
http://www.deseretnews.com/author/9035/Brad-Rock.html
http://www.deseretnews.com/utah/immigration
http://www.deseretnews.com/utah/education
http://movies.deseretnews.com/
http://www.deseretnews.com/article/865631672/Dont-let-50-year-old-Land-and-Water-Conservation-Fund-program-dry-up.html
http://www.deseretnews.com/family/wire
http://www.deseretnews.com/site/rss
http://www.deseretnews.com/opinion/letters
http://www.deseretnews.com/sports/blaze
http://www.deseretnews.com/faith/featured-faiths
http://www.deseretnews.com/utah/salt-lake-county
http://www.deseretnews.com/author/131/Deseret-News-editorial.html
http://www.deseretnews.com/policies#privacy
http://www.deseretnews.com/family/tv-listings
http://www.utahlegals.com/
http://www.deseretnews.com/opinion
http://www.deseretnews.com/sports/nfl
http://www.deseretnews.com/sports/sportspicks
http://www.deseretnews.com/utah/crime
http://www.deseretnews.com/outdoor-retailer
http://www.deseretnews.com/sports/uvu
http://www.deseretnews.com/sports/utah-utes
http://www.deseretnews.com/columnists
http://www.deseretnews.com/moneywise
http://www.deseretnews.com/world-nation
http://www.deseretnews.com/sports/bees
http://www.deseretnews.com/family/arts-entertainment
http://www.deseretnews.com/utah/utah-county
http://www.deseretnews.com/sports/byu-cougars
http://www.deseretnews.com/sports/grizzlies

