Needs, Benefits and Successes in Parks, Playgrounds and Open Space... as communities change and needs evolve, all projects are eligible for and could use the additional funding from LWCF.

Mont. city focuses on parks 
Missoula, Mont., is renovating or expanding 11 city parks with $1 million in bond funds, with a goal of giving every resident a park within walking distance. Missoulian (Missoula, Mont.) (6/2) 

Henderson, Nev., opens 21-acre multiuse park 
The latest park in Henderson, Nev., cost about $11 million and features multiuse fields, sports courts, a playground and other amenities within its 21 acres. Las Vegas Review-Journal (6/2) 

Tampa, Fla., adding small parks along trail 
Tampa, Fla., is planning to create 12 pocket parks along the Selmon Greenway walking and biking trail, with construction starting this summer. WTSP-TV (Tampa, Fla.) (6/2) 

	

	Cleveland shows that small projects can work 
Cleveland officials and groups are looking to spruce up the city's downtown neighborhoods with smaller-scale projects. Expert Mike Lydon's talk next week could provide momentum to that movement, says Tom Starinsky, who is part of two local groups. Fresh Water (Cleveland) (6/2)  


	

	Mobile, Ala., mayor's plan would shift money to parks renovations 
The mayor of Mobile, Ala., wants to move funding intended for new soccer fields toward refurbishing city parks. The plan would need City Council approval. The Huntsville Times (Ala.) (6/3)  


Grandmother's advocacy inspires accessible park in San Jose, Calif. 
A new, all-accessible park in San Jose, Calif., has among its inspirations the advocacy of Julie Matsushima, whose 17-year-old granddaughter suffers from cerebral palsy and other disabilities. Matsushima became an advocate for children with disabilities after Aimee's birth and discovered the challenges disabled children faced at regular playgrounds. KNTV-TV (San Francisco) (5/29) 

Macon, Ga., unveils improved riverside park 
Amerson River Park in Macon, Ga., is open to the public on weekends after $5.5 million in improvements. The park contains 3.5 miles of paved trails, as well as canoes and floating tubes for use on the Ocmulgee River. Work is ongoing to allow the park to be open every day. The Macon Telegraph (Ga.) (5/30) 

	


Ill. nature center is adding unstructured play equipment 
Man-made natural play equipment is being installed this month at Lake Katherine Nature Center and Botanic Gardens in Palos Heights, Ill. The equipment is being paid for with a grant and community donations. Chicago Tribune (tiered subscription model) (5/29) 

Ohio residents have recreational opportunities at Metroparks ( LWCF will have urban focus )
The nine-park Metroparks system in metropolitan Toledo, Ohio, offers activities including nature walks, educational programs, concerts and campouts. "Research indicates that your exposure to nature can help some very physical things, such as lower blood pressure, reduce anxiety, and of course we know the benefits of walking," said Steve Madewell, director of the Wildwood Preserve. The Blade (Toledo, Ohio) (4/23) 

Atlanta creates urban renewal out of railroad tracks ( LWCF will have urban focus )
Atlanta has turned a once-rusting stretch of railroad tracks into an urban park and development zone called BeltLine. The project includes parks as part of a wider housing, transportation and jobs development. FoxNews.com (4/21) 

Volunteers work on playground for New Orleans school ( LWCF will have urban focus and can use volunteer labor match is allowed )
Volunteers have started construction of a $120,000 playground at Morris Jeff Community School in New Orleans. Funding was provided by financial firm Foresters, playground nonprofit KaBoom! and school backers. "There's people from the school, there's parents, there's people from the neighborhood and Foresters members who want to make this a phenomenal plays pace for kids who have been playing in a parking lot," said Talya Sloan of Foresters. The Times-Picayune (New Orleans) (4/18) 

Los Angeles is putting parks in underserved areas ( LWCF will have urban focus )
The Los Angeles Department of Recreation and Parks has a program that's added 31 small parks in areas with little recreation space, and more than 20 others are planned or ongoing. "The idea is to see if we can close those 10-15 minute walking gaps, especially in the high-density areas of the city so people can actually walk from their home to a park without having to cross a freeway or a major street," says Darryl Ford, who leads the program. CityWatch (Los Angeles) (4/17) 

Pa. city seeks grants to pay for playground renovations ( LWCF will have urban focus )
Harrisburg, Pa., has been applying for and winning grants to help with playground repairs. The city is seeking $175,000 in matching funds from the state Department of Conservation and Natural Resources that could enable the start of work. The Patriot-News (Harrisburg, Pa.) (4/20

Volunteers help with renovations to Ill. city park ( LWCF will have urban focus and can use volunteer labor match is allowed )
Bellevue Park in Belleville, Ill., was the beneficiary of painting and other work by volunteers as part of renovations paid for with a $109,000 grant from the National Recreation and Park Foundation. Belleville News-Democrat (Ill.) (4/18) 

N.Y. town seeks grants for park expansion ( LWCF is a good option here )
West Seneca, N.Y., is looking to purchase six acres to expand Oxbow Park and is exploring its funding options. "We may have to go to the competitive grant world. It may be eligible for some community development money, but that isn’t going to be enough," said Councilman Eugene Hart. Bee Group Newspapers (Williamsville, N.Y.) (4/2) 

Work begins to turn Flint, Mich., industrial site into natural park ( LWCF will have urban focus )
The transformation of the industrial site Chevy Commons in Flint, Mich., has begun, with plans for a natural park. Phase one is expected to be finished in November, bringing trees, plants and fencing to about 16 acres of the 60 that will be renovated. MLive.com (Michigan) (free registration) (4/17) 

Officials outline economic, ecological benefits of preserving open space ( Healthy lifestyles is an outcome from providing outdoor recreation with LWCF state grants )
Open-space preservation has a positive economic impact as well as other benefits, said officials at a forum in Plymouth, Mass. "Biking, hiking, agricultural tourism -- the open space component is more and more a major component of tourism," said Lee Hartmann, planning and development director. Audubon Society's Valerie Massard outlined how community leaders can create preservation programs. Wicked Local/Plymouth, Mass. (4/13) 

Springfield, Mass., seeks public input on parks, open-space projects 
Springfield, Mass., residents are being asked to weigh in on parks and open spaces as part of an updated five-year plan for seeking grants. MassLive.com (4/14) 

Pa. township receives donations for park improvements ( Donations can match LWCF for projects )
The Upper Mount Bethel Township Community Park in Pennsylvania has received grants for landscape enhancements and the installation of 30 Linden trees. In addition, city officials said they will be applying for a grant from the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources. The Express-Times (Easton-Bethlehem, Pa.) (4/16) 

Renovations set for Queens park ( LWCF will have urban focus )
Sidewalks, pathways, playgrounds and greenhouses will be renovated this year at Forest Park in the New York borough of Queens. The nearly $8 million overhaul will be done in phases, beginning in summer. DNAInfo.com (4/13), Queens Chronicle (N.Y.) (4/9) 

Grant helps S.C. county fund new playground ( LWCF can match non federal donations and grants)
A new playground in Joanna, S.C., was made possible with an 80-20 Parks and Recreation Development grant. "It's a $40,000 playground if we ordered it outright. It cost about $19,000 with the grant and county labor did the installation," said Andy Howard, Laurens County's parks director. The county has other parks projects planned. The Clinton Chronicle (S.C.) (4/13) 

Pa. city park scheduled for upgrade 
Renovations at Hugh Moore Park in Easton, Pa., planned for this year will add a playground, pathways and an outdoor classroom. The Express-Times (Easton-Bethlehem, Pa.) (4/14) 

Ohio city is building area's first bike park 
Blue Ash, Ohio, is making plans for its first bike park within Summit Park. The bike park, which will cost about $1 million, will feature a cyclocross training area and will serve as a mountain biking training site. SoapboxMedia.com (Cincinnati) (4/14) 

Study: Specialized playgrounds likely to draw more children ( As needs evolve, LWCF is a key community asset to address issues )
Playgrounds designed with the specific needs of neighborhood children in mind saw greater use and more children undertaking sustained activity, according to a study by the VU University Medical Center in Amsterdam. The study examined 10 customized designed playgrounds against 10 standard sites. Reuters (4/7) 

Ga. park gets playground improvements 
Playground upgrades at Carl Miller Park in Newnan, Ga., have been completed. Among the improvements are new artificial turf and protective shades around the playground equipment. The Times-Herald (Newnan, Ga.) (4/8) 

Fundraising nearly finished for all-accessible playground in Minn. ( LWCF can use donations as a match, in fact it provides incentives for fundraising thoughout the nation )
The Madison Claire Foundation has raised most of its $830,000 goal for an accessible park in Woodbury, Minn. Equipment has been ordered, including rubber flooring. KSTP-TV (Minneapolis) (4/8) 

Commentary: On the benefits of going outside ( Healthly lifestyles are another benefit of outdoor recreation provided by LWCF grants ) 
Getting outside offers a bounty of benefits, writes Dr. Alfred Casale of the Geisinger Heart Institute. "Research has shown that spending time in fresh air, especially when surrounded by nature, increased energy in about 90 percent of people and, when they spent time in natural, pretty places people reported feeling happier, healthier and more alive," he writes. Times Leader (Wilkes-Barre, Pa.) (4/7) 

6 years' funding sought for repairs to Ind. park ( Repairs and renovations are eligible for LWCF grants )
Officials in St. Joseph County, Ind., are asking for $3 million over six years in tax-increment financing to help pay for renovations at Bendix Woods County Park. South Bend Tribune (Ind.) (tiered subscription model) (4/8

NYC grapples with playground safety and funding ( LWCF will have urban focus )
Playground injuries have cost New York City more than $20 million over 10 years, a city report says. The Parks and Recreation Department would have to perform many retrofits to ensure playgrounds meet safety standards, but funding is a concern. Gotham Gazette (4/2)

Houston proposal would create regional park ( LWCF will have urban focus )
A vast greenspace is being discussed for Houston's Energy Corridor District, including an ecological center, spillway park and community park. CultureMap (Houston) (3/17

Idaho school's students seek to finance playground fixes  ( All funds raised can be used for a 50% match on LWCF state grants )
Students at Terreton Elementary School in Idaho are working to raise money after their school play area was deemed unsafe. About half of the $100,000 needed for a new playground is in hand, with a company pledging to match up to $10,000 raised by students. KIDK-TV (Idaho Falls-Pocatello, Idaho) (3/18) 

Mayo Clinic Health Systems grant brings fitness equipment to Wis. park ( Private grants can match LWCF and healthly lifestyles are another benefit of outdoor recreation provided by LWCF )
A $25,000 grant from Mayo Clinic Health Systems will go toward the purchase of outdoor fitness equipment at a Menomonie, Wis., park. The equipment includes a rowing machine, an elliptical cross trainer and a pull-up and dip station. The Leader-Telegram (Eau Claire, Wis.) (tiered subscription model) (3/17) 

Ala. community opens seventh inclusive park ( Meeting emerging needs are a key benefit of LWCF grants )
An all-inclusive playground has opened at Hoover Sports Park East in Hoover, Ala., featuring equipment that can be used by children in wheelchairs or with other disabilities. The playground also features climbing equipment, a spinning wheel and bongos, among other equipment. The Huntsville Times (Ala.) (3/13) 

	

	Pittsburgh STEM program brings students to parks 
Pittsburgh-area students will get lessons in science, technology, engineering and mathematics thanks to a partnership between Pittsburgh Public Schools and the Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy. "We love the parks. We want to use them to give students hands-on opportunities to explore environments that incorporate many STEM skills," said Marijke Hecht of the conservancy. Pop City (Pittsburgh) (3/11) 




	

	Grand Junction, Colo., playground to get a makeover ( Renovation and restoration of parks, a community need, are eligible for LWCF grants )
Canyon View Playground in Grand Junction, Colo., will be demolished and rebuilt with facilities including separate play areas for children based on age. The playground is scheduled to reopen in May. KKCO-TV (Grand Junction, Colo.) (3/11) 

D.C. looks for ways to create playground space ( LWCF will have urban focus )
Downtown Washington, D.C., is seeing an influx of families, and with them comes the need for playgrounds. Most parkland belongs to the National Park Service, which has limited resources to meet the need. The city Department of Parks and Recreation has created the Play DC initiative to improve access to play areas. Elevation DC (Washington, D.C.) (5/4) 

Ohio community breaks ground on accessible playground ( Meeting emerging needs are a key benefit of LWCF grants )
Ground has been broken on an all-accessible playground in Middletown, Ohio, in honor of 12-year-old Elley Ferrell, who has spina bifida. Her parents started the $170,000 project, which is expected to open in September. The Journal-News (Hamilton, Ohio) (free registration) (5/3) 

Overcrowding poses playground problems for N.C. school district 
Elementary schools in the Charlotte-Mecklenburg district in North Carolina are overcrowded, and school officials have been forced to get resourceful when it comes to playground time. "It does create some logistical challenges. As we continue to grow, it will be more of a challenge," said Shane Lis, principal of Selwyn Elementary, which has 850 students in a school meant to hold 490. The Charlotte Observer (N.C.) (5/1)

Empty South L.A. lots may get new life as playgrounds ( LWCF will have urban focus )
Community activists in South Los Angeles are working to turn abandoned empty lots into play areas for children. They have a role model in Serenity Park, in the Watts neighborhood. "[W]hen they planted trees here and put this park here and grass, it allowed you to breathe. It like uplifted the community," said Lottie Cleveland, one of the organizers. KPCC-FM (Los Angeles) (4/30) 

Miss. city hopes to build community gathering place 
Gautier, Miss., officials are working to create a community gathering place across from a mall that was torn down last year. City officials have almost $200,000 in hand and are applying for $250,000 in grants. WDAM-TV (Hattiesburg, Miss.) (5/4) 

How to get the most out of outdoor activities( Meeting emerging needs are a key benefit of LWCF grants )
Getting outdoors matters, but it doesn't all have to be intensive exercise, Lindsay Friedman writes. Other options include outdoor yoga; family activities like miniature golf or gardening; and swimming at a community pool. The Lima News (Ohio) (5/4) 

Saugus, Mass., to borrow $1.5M, begin park renovations 
Saugus, Mass., will borrow $1.5 million to renovate the city's playgrounds and parks. The overall cost is projected to be up to $9 million, with the $1.5 million as a stopgap to reduce danger and liability. Wicked Local/Saugus, Mass. (5/20) 

Seattle Park District is getting a head start on improvements 
Seattle voters last year approved the creation of a park district, which has received a $10 million loan from the city to begin projects this year. The district will begin collecting taxes in 2016. KING-TV (Seattle) (5/19) 

Brooklyn residents protest for greenspace 
Residents from the Brooklyn, N.Y., neighborhoods of Williamsburg and Greenpoint are calling on New York City to fulfill a decade-old promise to develop park land near the former CitiStorage property. The Brooklyn Paper (N.Y.) (5/19) 

Volunteers help create playground at school in San Jose, Calif. 
A San Jose, Calif., neighborhood has a new playground thanks to the efforts of the Campbell Union School District and multiple nonprofit groups, including the philanthropic arm of the San Jose Sharks hockey team. More than 200 volunteers helped set up the Sharks-themed play area in a field near Sherman Oaks Elementary School. San Jose Mercury News (Calif.) (free registration) (5/17), KNTV-TV (San Francisco) (5/15) 

Milwaukee begins work on 12 deteriorated playgrounds 
Milwaukee plans to revitalize 12 playgrounds through a program called MKE Plays at a cost of up to $1.9 million. The city is expected to pay $500,000 toward the project, and $325,000 has separately been raised. Milwaukee Neighborhood News Service (Marquette University) (5/15)  




