Reauthorization.  We have worked for a number of months with Sen. Murkowski's staff on a Senate reauthorization bill. She is very supportive of the stateside, but to get an Energy bill that would pass the Senate, she recommended an amendment to allocate 40% of the LWCF for state uses, but added in as state uses Forest Legacy ( about 50 m a year, Endangered Species grants 50 m a year and 8 m for Battlefield acquistions ).  This got us the 40 % but we would receive the same or less, given the levels of recent appropriations.  One comment we heard from key Committee staff that defended this action was that GOMESA, which is earmarked entirely for state grants, would ensure a significant amount for state and local grants, beginning in FY 17.  We are unsure of this, as current GOMESA funding has never reached predicted levels. 
On the House side we have met several times with Rep. Bishop and Committee staff.  They are preparing a bill that likely will be introduced in early Sept and they have asked us to give them our recommendations.  The following is what was sent to them from us and also a recommendation from NASPD, which was slightly different.  We are asking for a minimum of 40 % for the State Assistance Program ( which does not include the Senate add ins ), plus additional funds for an urban outdoor recreation grant program.  To accomplish this we offered three suggested ways to do this.  1) Utilize/expand the ORLP to address Urban, fund a UPARR-like, direct competitive program; and/or  “sub-allocate” a set amount of each state’s annual SAP apportionment towards metropolitan areas.   We reiterated the more you guarantee to SAP, the easier it is to “sub-allocate" at a level to address urban needs. The less you earmark for SAP, the more important that you make the “urban” resources a program as an ADDITION to SAP.   i.e. Don’t do a carve out which could actually negatively impact the amount for the regular SAP “formula grants to the states.”  Our collective recommendation to address urban needs was to  Sub-allocate one-half (50%) of a state’s annual State Assistance apportionment to projects in local governments, Special Park Districts, and other metropolitan areas of 50,000 people or more, with the remaining 50% for use in any area of the state.  
NASPD has recommended  a 50:40:10 split —  50% for the state assistance program, 40% federal, 10%  forest legacy & coop. end. species.  Of the 50% for the stateside assistance program, allocate one-half to the state and one-half to the urban, special park districts and local governments (i.e. county and municipalities, small rural areas and cities and towns below the 50K MSA threshold would also be eligible).  All  would have to be qualified based on application criteria to be eligible.

As indicated above, we should know the outcome on the House version at this meeting.
NASORLO Board meetings.  Since the last meeting we had three Board meetings, one of which occurred at the NRPA offices in DC, to direct the work of the organization. In addition, President Hogsett met with Congressional staff in December, to present our resolution and our case for equity in reauthorization.  We found Board consensus on reauthorization principles and then presented them to the overall Coalition for consideration.  I think we accomplished what we set out to do in both the DC visits and with our follow up Board meeting.  The one thing that became obvious again.. and was reinforced by the DOI decision on their Urban efforts is that we will not get support from them.  It should be noted the Administration's grand plan to “ fully fund “ LWCF as shown in their 2016 budget, the State Assistance Program is only provided a 14 % share of the fund.  That is a far distance from fairness and equity of 40%.  That is why we developed our own reauthorization position that sets aside funds to address the urban needs, but recommend it be funded through the State Assistance Program.   
IRS action and tax filing.  NASORLO is basically a national organization representing state agencies and officials responsible for LWCF grants.  We are a 501 (c) 6 organization and have not been required to file tax returns.  Recent changes in IRS required us to address this issue. After 4 years of trying to get a  decision out of IRS, we finally got a form letter which requires us to file.  We do not agree with this, but we decided to voluntarily comply with the requirement, even though there is good evidence to the contrary. The tax form is complete and will be signed by President Hogsett and submitted after this meeting.

Atlas Project.  This project is important for NASORLO.  It identifies and locates through a GIS based system all the LWCF projects within the states with a retrievable system that can provide all types of data on these projects.  NASORLO feels this system is a key legacy for LWCF.  We currently have nearly half the state data in the map collaborator (http://waso-lwcf.ncrc.nps.gov/public/ . )  However, additional funds will be needed to complete the project.  Funding of Atlas has taken a back seat to other NASORLO issues this year, but with reauthorization hopefully accomplished in the next few months, we can focus a bit more time on this important NASORLO priority. 
    

