· Letter to Cong. Bishop LWCF on reauthorization and equitable funding.
· April 5-7, 2016 – Susan Moerschel (DE), Lauren Imgrund (PA), and Tim Hogsett (TX) with David Tyahla, NRPA, and Kristen Holland, American Planning Association, met with key House and Senate Interior Appropriations staff from both sides of the aisle; and with House Natural Resources Committee Republican ranking member Mr. Grivalja.  
· Rep. Raul Grivalja (R-NM) - Brandon Bragato, professional staff, Subcommittee on Federal Lands, House Natural Resources and Justin Monetti, Bevinetto Congressional Fellow, House Committee on Natural Resources

· Rep. Ken Calvert (R-CA) Interior Appropriations Committee - Ian Foley, Senior Legislative Assistant

· Rep. Kay Granger (R-TX) Appropriations Committee 

· Rep. Betty McCollum (D-MN) Ranking member, Interior Appropriations Committee -  Rebecca Taylor, Senior Legislative Assistant 

· Nona McCory, Professional staff member serving majority, Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Interior 
· NASORLO letter on LWCF reforms  to Cong. Bishop and Grivalja, Senators Murkowski and Cantwell (May 2016)

· State’s responded to Cong. Bishop’s request for eminent domain information.
· Authorization:  Currently the Senate Energy Bill calls for permanent reauthorization, with full funding ($900M) and 40% set aside for what Interior refers to as a state "suite" of programs. These include Endangered Species, Battlefield acquisition, Forest Legacy as well as the regular state and local outdoor recreation grants.  

· NASORLO supports Senate Energy Bill S 2012, though falls short of what we have advocated for. This bill is acceptable if GOMESA revenue is high. House Energy bill HR 4680, does not address LWCF.  Conference Committee to reconcile Senate and House Energy Bills is scheduled in early September.  The Senate version contains many LWCF provisions for federal property maintenance backlog among other elements. 

· FY 17 Appropriations: Not resolved yet.  House recommends $80M; Senate $110M. It is likely a continuing resolution will be forthcoming matching the FY16 $110M level. Will be a lame duck session issue. 

Gulf Of Mexico Energy Security Act (GOMESA)

· GOMESA - Phase II - This program will go into effect in FY 18, with earmarked funding for state and local outdoor recreation grants of up to $125M annually; funds available in FY19. With income dependent upon oil leases, bonuses and rentals in the Gulf, reaching full funding will likely be delayed until the mid 20's.  Specific projections for state assistance will be discussed at the annual meeting.  Recent oil leases in the Gulf are very low and do not bode well for reaching the GOMESA projections.  

· New GOMESA proposal by City Park Alliance would address urban grants.  A Senator Schumer bill would set aside funds for urban area with 50-100K populations. Bill has a lot of support from urban mayors who prefer to receive grant funds directly from federal agencies.   

· In one option, Sen. Schumer’s S.1725, takes 20% of all GOMESA LWCF assistance and earmarks it for grants for urban areas.  
· The NASORLO Board opposes this specific attempt to address urban outdoor recreation needs, because the states would have no say in the grant allocations, but would be responsible for all the administration and oversight.  Though cities believe these funds would be direct grants, in fact, funds would pass through state LWCF offices to cities. 

· The Board prefers a set aside of up to 20% of all LWCF funds for urban grants, as an alternative.  In that way, the grants would be consistent with SCORP, LWCF stipulations and regulations and have state oversight.  
· The Board would also support UPARR as an option (mentioned in the Clinton priorities), as it is not funded by LWCF and is a direct grant from NPS to the cities with NPS oversight and follow up.  
· Follow up discussions at 2016 Annual Meeting. 
LWCF Modernization & Reform Committee  

· At the September 2015 Annual NASORLO Meeting, Greenville, SC, a committee was formed  to examine issues around changes to reform and modernize LWCF program administration and implementation.  
· Lauren Imgrund (PA) chaired a team including John Beneke (AK), Tim Hogsett (TX), Tom Morrisey (CO), Steve Debrabander (MI), Synthia Waymack (VA).  A list of issues and topics was created to update policies, practices and requirements in LWCF administration.  
· Imgrund, Moerschel and Hogsett meet with Joel Lynch, Elisabeth Fondrist, and Emily ?, NPS DC staff in April 2016. Reform list was shared. NASORLO asked that NPS participate in regular calls to evaluate reforms and develop actions resulting in modernization.  To date, ?? meetings have been held via conference call dialogue with NPS to improve LWCF administration.  
· Topics list includes about 14 items, some are supported by NASORLO and NPS.  
· Group is currently working on short term "achievables".   

· Addresssing: small conversions; extending temporary non-conforming uses timeframe;  clarifying how to recoup administrative costs; and a more timely approval of apportionment certificates.  
Inventory of Public Parks and Protected Areas  

· Creating a national database of LWCF sites and their relational data was first discussed in a roundtable at 2008 Annual Meeting, Rhode Island. Presentations on creating an Atlas of LWCF areas at NASORLO Annual Meetings in Iowa and Texas.  
· Proof of concept presented at NASORLO Annual Meeting, Austin, TX, September 2012 and Iowa, September 2013. Proof of concept supported by USGS, CDC, GreenInfo Network, TPL.

· 24 States in a map collaborator in PAD-US database (PAD = Protected Area Database supported by multiple federal agencies that today’s is the single unified database storing geo info on all federal park and conservation lands. 

· NASORLO took position on the topic in August 2014 outlining rationale and uses of a LWCF national database.  Resolution supporting Atlas adopted in September 2014 and updated 2015.
· Participated in policy paper development (soon to be published) entitled, “Geospatial Data for All US Public Parks and Protected Area”.  This is collaboration with CDC, Trust for Public Lands, USGS, GreenInfo Network, others drawing up rationale for a geospatial database (polygons) representing ALL state and local parks.
· Primary contacts - Dee Merriam, CDC; Larry Orman, GreenInfo Network; Lisa Johnson, USGS

· Project prospectus outlines these achievable actions:

· a range of governmental, public interest, and private sector user needs to be able to look at a map and find every park in America; and 

· The Protected Areas Database of the US (PAD-US) is the official national inventory of protected lands. Mostly complete for federal and state lands, the database needs to be completed for regional and local parks and bolstered as a data management system.

· Prospectus will be used to invite organizations and funders to complete an inventory of parks, conservation areas, and other protected open spaces areas (state and local) and to build specific information related to each site, i.e. LWCF grant project related info. 
NASORLO Dues Increase
· For the past 5 years NASORLO has had to dip into its financial reserves to fund the annual budget.  At the September 2016 Annual Meeting, the Board will ask the membership for a dues increase of $300 per year. The proposed increase will allow the organization to project a balanced budget each year at the current level of activity.  More information will be provided prior to the annual meeting for the membership attending the annual meeting to make an informed decision.  This action requires a two-thirds vote of the members attending the annual meeting.
Outdoor Recreation Legacy Partnership Program (ORLPP)  

· The Outdoor Recreation Legacy Program was allocated $12M of LWCF in FY16. Certain urban communities with 50,000 and up population were eligible to apply for matching assistance. NPS received sixty applications - five planning grants; and 55 grant proposals for outdoor recreation development. A September award announcement was projected by NPS LWCF staff. 
2016 Annual Meeting, Detroit, Michigan, September 21 - 23

· Michigan DNR, along with NASORLO had developed an educational, training and informational program for the NASORLO Annual Meeting. Key topics: LWCF modernization;  advocacy for LWCF funding and reauthorization;  developing more grass roots support for LWCF stateside: funding options for the state administration of LWCF: ideas for developing a more aggressive urban grants program; and elections for our Board.  

2017 Annual Meeting - A Joint meeting with NASPD, Missoula, Montana  
· NASORLO intends to meet jointly with NASPD in Montana next year.  NASORLO Board Member Lanterman will work with Chas Van Genderen, Montana State Park Director, and SLO, and the Montana staff to integrate the two meetings.  

