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The Detroit River 
Dynamic Maritime Highway 



2 

12,000 Years Ago 
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10,000 Years Ago 
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8,000 Years Ago 
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2,000 Years Ago 

95,000 square miles 

of surface area  
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1000 Years Ago 
Map drawn in 1865 



Walpole Island, Ontario  c. 1895 
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1615/1634 

1634 

1671 

1696 

Explorers and Missionaries 

1668 
1664 

1610 

1679 

1701 
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Fort Pontchartrain   c. 1710 
John Gelsavage 1950 – Detroit Historical Society 
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Fort Lernoult, c. 1778 
Diorama at Detroit Historical Museum 
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Fort Lernoult, c. 1778 
Diorama at Detroit Historical Museum 
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Detroit Area  1810  
Detail from Aaron Greeley Map – William L. Clements Library 
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British North America - 1763 
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Fort Shelby 1820 
John Gelsavage  1951 
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Detroit Waterfront 1837 
After William James Bennett – Detroit Institute of Arts 
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Detroit Waterfront 1850 
Robert McGreevy 1992 



Routes on the Underground Railroad, c. 1850 
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Detroit River, c. 1870 
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Excursion Docks,  c. 1900 



20 

Detroit Fishing and Hunting Assoc., St. Clair Flats,  c. 1890 
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Belle Isle 
People’s Park Alive! 
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Rowing And Sailing Races 



Miss American X    c.1932 



Gold Cup Races   c.1997 
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Grand Prix of Detroit  1999 
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Advertisement for S.S. North American   1960 
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Detroit Waterfront  c. 1950 



Mail Delivery 
J.W. Westcott II to Jean Parisian 

Mike Nicholls photograph 
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• “Bessemer” Steel in U.S.* 

• Rail Cars and Wheels 

• Iron Stoves* 

• Brass & Copper Rolling* 

• Wire and Wire Screening* 

• Great Lakes Shipbuilding* 

• Great Lakes Passenger Shipping* 

• Adding Machines* 

• Refrigeration 

• Scales 

• Vacuum Cleaners 

• Color Postcards 

• Sheet Music 

More than just cars… 
At one time, Detroit was a leading producer of… 

* National Leader or World’s Largest Facility 

DETROIT PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPANY 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Kelvinator_Logo.svg
http://history.gmheritagecenter.com/wiki/index.php/File:123408.jpg
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• Lumber 

• Pharmaceuticals 

• Tanning and Leather 

• Shoes & Boots 

• Paints and Varnish 

• Crop and Flower Seeds 

• Rubber 

• Marine Motors 

• Speed Boats 

• Soda Ash 

• Cigars 

More than just cars… 
At one time in her history, Detroit was a leading producer of… 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCMHWvbLAyccCFdEDkgodCxkDeg&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tourchautauqua.com%2FWhere-To-Play%2FBoating%2FSmith-Boys-of-Chautauqua.aspx%3Fmid%3D12450%26c%3D27&ei=oyLfVYH5LtGHyASLsozQBw&psig=AFQjCNGa23_dtY3C_q33S_dFUZQW--swlQ&ust=1440773023664937
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Cadillac Square, c.1910 
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Cadillac Square, c.1920 
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Campus Martius, 2013 Cadillac Square, 2013 
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Ford Rouge Plant c. 1930 
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Rouge River, 1932 
Photo courtesy of Detroit Fire Department 
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Rouge River, c. 1980s 
Photo courtesy of US Fish and Wildlife Service 
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Katherine, Eddie and Marjorie Stinson, c. 1915 

Stinson Detroiter, c.1928 



41 

Stinson Factory, Wayne, Michigan c.1928 
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Stout “BatWing”  1918 
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Stout “BatWing”  1918 
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Stout Air Lines, c.1925 
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Stout Air Lines, c.1927 
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National Air Transportation 

   Aircraft Development Corp. of Detroit 

      United Air Lines 
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Detroit City Directory 

1837 
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Company Bands and Singing Societies 
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1893 

Fred S. Stone 

1898 

http://demokidblog.files.wordpress.com/2009/06/fredstone01.gif
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• Aloha Oe 

• By the Light of the Silvery Moon 

• I’m Forever Blowing Bubbles 

• In the Shade of the Old Apple 

Tree 

• It Had to be You 

• My Buddy 

• Sweet Georgia Brown 

• When the Clouds Roll By 
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Jean Goldkette Orchestra 

Players included: 

Hoagy Carmichael, Joe Venuti, Bix Beiderbecke, Frank Trumbauer, Mezz Mezzrow, 

Tommy Dorsey, Jimmy Dorsey, Russ Morgan and Pee Wee Hunt 
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McKinney’s Cotton Pickers 

Players included: 

Fats Waller, Benny Carter, Doc Cheatham, Coleman Hawkins, Lonnie Johnson, James 

P. Johnson, Jonah Jones, Roy Eldridge and arranger Don Redman 
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Marvelettes 



57 

Smokey Robinson & the Miracles 
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Four Tops 

Marvin Gaye 

Martha Reeves & the Vandellas 

Little Stevie Wonder 

Diana Ross & the Supremes 

Tammi Terrell 

Temptations 

Jackson 5 

Gladys Knight and 

the Pips 

Commodores 

DeBarge 

Dusty Springfield 

Boyz II Men 

Q-Tip 
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Detroit Waterfront   c.1950 
Harry Wolf photograph 
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Dale Fisher photograph 
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