Georgia

Addressing LWCF Conversion of Use 
State is responsible for compliance and enforcement of the LWCF Act (36 CFR Part 59) and the regulations contained in the 2008 version of the LWCF State Assistance Program Manual.  This is a brief outline of the process for addressing the conversion of a LWCF funded property.  
1. State SLO and NPS agree on the size of the LWCF park land impacted, and acceptability of proposed replacement parkland, prior to any appraisal activity.
2. Provide local officials with a written outline of the process to address the conversion, the needed forms and written guidance provided by NPS, and the expected timeframe for completion.
· Local agency prepares it’s conversion proposal using the Proposal Description and Environmental Screening Form (PD/ESF) which incorporates the following prerequisites-

· All practical alternatives to the conversion have been evaluated and rejected on a sound basis.
· The fair market value of the property has been established and the property proposed for substitution is of at least equal fair market value as established by a state approved appraiser.  

· The property proposed for replacement is of reasonably equivalent usefulness and location as that being converted.  

· The property proposed for replacement meets the eligibility requirements for LWCF assisted acquisition.  

· Environmental review under NEPA have been completed for both the converted and proposed replacement property. 

3. State DNR endorses and submits to NPS the complete formal conversion proposal, which includes the amendment to the original LWCF project agreement and the new boundary map.
4. Upon approval of the conversion proposal by NPS –

· The amendment to the original project is signed and executed

· Deed restriction on replacement property is recorded

· Deed restriction on converted property is removed.  

