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The Honorable Kevin McCarthy 
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Washington, DC  



Washington, DC  

20510





20510

 Dear Speaker Pelosi, Leader McConnell, Leader McCarthy, and Leader Schumer: ( Or the letter could be written to your Congressional delegation...) We are writing to thank you for your support for the Great American Outdoors Act which provided equity in the distribution of LWCF between state and federal allocations and permanently authorizing the program with dedicated funding at the $ 900 million dollar level.  We also appreciate your efforts to ensure GOMESA funding for the LWCF continues as the proceeds become available.  These two programs provide the basis for a strong state and local outdoor recreation effort that not only provides close to home access for individuals and families to be active in the outdoors, but also contributes to the growing outdoor recreation economy.   
As you may know, our local and state outdoor recreation needs are great and these increased appropriations are important to address infrastructure and redevelopments of areas and facilities in our communities. We respectfully request that you consider supporting the following changes, which have been submitted to Leadership and the Secretary of Interior concerning state administration of the LWCF during these difficult times.  We were led to believe can be accomplished through the annual appropriation process without amending the LWCF Act. These changes will ensure access  to our outdoor recreation resources and upgrade and restore it's infrastructure, . and assist in our needed economic recovery. 

1.  For a five year period reduce the required state and local match to 20%.


2.  Extend the timeframe for obligation of project grant funds from the current 3 years to 5 years.


3.  Authorize the states to utilize up to 10% of the annual apportionment for administration.  

Attached is a summary of our proposal which highlights the multiple benefits of adopting these temporary changes. Not only does it provide needed outdoor recreation in close to home locations, but because 85 % of these projects are for infrastructure and construction, there are significant economic benefits to our communities. We propose these temporary changes because we know how important outdoor recreation has been to our citizens during the pandemic in relieving stress and promoting family activities  
We look forward to working with you to realize the full potential inherent in the LWCF state assistance program and allow us to continue to provide access to outdoor recreation for all Americans and would be available to answer any questions you have, or provide additional information about this request. 

.   

Thank you in advance for your consideration of our request. 

Sincerely, 
Your name and title... 
or the Name and Title of a key state or local elected official or opinion leader   

